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The Leicestershire Junior Lawyers Division: a summary of 

what we do 

 

The Leicestershire Junior Lawyers Division (LJLD) is one of many autonomous County-wide 

junior lawyers groups across England and Wales, and we are affiliated to the national Junior 

Lawyers Division (JLD), which is in itself a branch of The Law Society.  

Our role is to represent the interests of junior lawyers across Leicestershire and help them 

where we can, as well as organise networking, career development and social events. We 

are proud of the fact that we are one of the most active and dynamic JLD groups across the 

country. 

Officially our remit only includes student members of the law society, trainee solicitors and 

solicitors with up to 5 years active PQE. However in Leicestershire we have also extended 

membership to all undergraduate and postgraduate law students, paralegals and legal 

executives. When it comes to large networking events or fundraising initiatives, we actively 

seek to encourage professionals of all backgrounds to attend. 

Our greatest asset is our committee members both past and present, all of whom despite 

being unpaid volunteers have been dedicated, energetic and passionate about doing a great 

job for the benefit of our members. We have 10 members on our current committee, each 

with individual roles and responsibilities. We believe that the way we pick new committee 

members has helped us to attract the best people. 

Unlike a lot of other JLD groups we do not hold open elections to fill committee vacancies. 

Instead when vacancies do arise at the end of each year we invite applications from 

amongst our members, and existing committee members then vet and select the highest 

calibre individuals, to join the committee for the following year. 

Another feature of the LJLD is that joining is both painless and priceless – in every sense! 

Becoming a member is completely free and all one has to do in order to sign up is to send 

an email to our Membership Secretary. We are distinctly proud of this aspect of how we do 

things and we feel that our members prefer it this way. 

We work hard to keep all costs to a minimum whilst attracting a good deal of sponsorship for 

various events and initiatives. In other words not only do we not charge a membership fee, 

but nearly all of our events are either free or subsidised, thanks to generous sponsorship 

from a number of carefully selected companies. Overall we run the LJLD as a not-for-profit 

organisation and any extra funds that we raise are either reinvested into future events or 

donated to charity. 

We try to put on a healthy mix of networking, educational, charity and social events every 6 

to 8 weeks, and we have two big flagships events every year; a charity quiz night in the 

spring and our annual ball in the autumn. Our committee members also draft blogs, respond 

to consultations, represent us at national JLD meetings, visit university law fairs, assist with 

pro bono work, judge moot trials and help to run CV clinics. 
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We actively encourage attendance at our events, particularly from smaller firms and those in 

the county, and we like to make people feel welcome and comfortable. We also like to try 

new and exciting venues and we take the marketing of our brand and our events very 

seriously. One area where we have really led the way is with social media.  

We were the first JLD group in the country for example to have a Facebook group and we 

were also the first to create a Twitter account, “@LeicesterJLD”. More recently we also set 

up a LinkedIn account. On Facebook we now have more than 250 members and on Twitter 

we have more than 1500 followers. We also have dozens of members in our LinkedIn group.  

All of this is knitted together by our website (http://www.ljld.co.uk) which we also use to 

publish blogs by committee members from time-to-time. This proactive approach to new 

media has helped us to actively promote our events and initiatives, engage directly with our 

membership, and provide platforms from which our sponsors can reach our members.  

In the last few months we have also embarked on a completely new project; a freely 

distributed glossy magazine written and edited exclusively by LJLD committee members. 

Our first issue was recently sent out to firms throughout Leicestershire where our members 

work. It was edited by one of our committee members and printed professionally so the end 

product really is impressive. 

We decided to create our magazine – The Junior Lawyers Journal – to further engage with 

our members and provide them with a bespoke publication designed and tailored exclusively 

for them. The magazine features blog articles written by LJLD committee members, 

information and updates on upcoming events, photographs from previous functions, and 

useful messages from some of our trusted sponsors; this helps to cover our overheads. 

Our success is not just down to the hard work of our committee members and the 

enthusiasm of our membership; there is also something to be said for the buzzing 

atmosphere and energy that exists here in Leicestershire, and the real sense of optimism 

that we have despite the doom and gloom elsewhere.  

Leicester is a fresh, vibrant and diverse place to live and work. A quarter of our population is 

younger than 25 and around 40% of people are from minority ethnic backgrounds. We have 

a thriving student population thanks to our three universities as well as an ever-expanding 

legal sector.  

So, for us, looking after the interests of junior lawyers and flying the flag for our profession 

here in Leicestershire is both exciting and rewarding. We take great pride in creating a sense 

of community for our fellow junior lawyers and in delivering the kind of events and support for 

our members that we ourselves would wish to receive. After all, with minimum trainee 

salaries being scrapped, a scarcity of jobs in the legal profession, and with a number of 

major changes in the pipeline for the legal profession, we really do have to look out for each 

other. 
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